WESTON HOUSE PRACTICE
FEES FOR NON-NHS SERVICES

CERTIFICATES/FORMS/LETTERS

Private Sick note £50.00
Childminder Ofsted Health Declaration Form £50.00
Holiday cancellation form £90.00
Fitness to travel letter £50.00
Fitness to participate letter £50.00
REPORTS

Private medical insurance claim form (e.g. BUPA/PPP) charge to patient £50.00
Sickness/accident benefit claim form £50.00
Employer’s report and opinion without/with examination £112.50/£225.00
Insurance Forms — Insurance company requesting £104.00
(Additional information charge starts at £50.00)

Lasting Power of Attorney — Approximately £150.00
Power of Attorney — Witnessing Power of Attorney £60.00
Fitness to make a will £150.00
Adoption and Fostering —Prospective Carer from £105.00
Adoption and Fostering —Adult health update  from £50.00
Shotgun Licence Application £112.50
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

Pre-employment medicals £150.00
HGV, PSV, Taxi driver - with medical examination £150.00

VACCINATIONS

Meningitis (ACWY) £70.00
Rabies (Course of 3 doses @ £62.00) £186.00
Hepatitis B (Course of 3 doses @ £50.00) £150.00

Please note: These charges are based on the usual time that each service takes. On rare
occasions services may require more time and the fee may increase accordingly.
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WESTON HOUSE PRACTICE

Non NHS Fees - Your Questions answered

Why is there a charge? Isn’t the NHS supposed to be free?

The National Health Service provides most health care to most people free of charge, but
there are exceptions: Prescription charges have existed since 1951 and there are other
services for which fees are charged. Sometimes the fee is charged to cover the cost of
treatment for example, dental fees but in other cases it is because the service is not covered
by the NHS for example medical reports for insurance companies, private letters for
patients.

Surely the Doctor is being paid anyway?
It is important to understand that GPs are paid to carry out NHS work which takes priority.
Charges for non NHS work are made to cover costs.

What is covered by the NHS and what is not?

In recent years more and more organisations have been involving Doctors in a whole range
of non-medical work. Sometimes the only reason a GP is asked is because they are in a
position of trust within the community or because an employer or insurance company
wants to be sure that information provided to them is true and accurate.

Examples of non-NHS services for which GPs can charge their NHS patients are:
e Accident/sickness insurance certificates
e Certain travel vaccinations
e Private medical insurance reports
e Private letters such as housing letters
e HGV/taxi medicals
Examples of non-NHS services for which GPs can charge other organisations for are:
e Medical reports for insurance companies
e Some reports for Department of Social Security/Benefits Agency/Criminal Injuries
Compensation Authority

Why does it sometimes take my GP a long time to complete my form?

Time spent completing forms and preparing reports and letters takes the GP away from the
NHS medical care of his/her patients. Our GPs have a very heavy workload and private
requests for non-NHS work takes up an increasing amount of time. We currently have a
patient list size of around 21,500 patients we receive many requests each day for non-NHS
work for our patients.

I only need the Doctor’s signature — what is the problem?

e When a GP signs a certificate or completes a report, it is a condition of remaining on
the medical register that they only sign what they know to be true. In order to
complete even the simplest of forms, therefore, the GP may have to check the
patient’s entire medical record. Carelessness or an inaccurate report can have
serious consequences for the GP with the General Medical Council or even the
Police. We do not sign passports at our Practice.
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What Fee will | be charged?

The BMA (British Medical Association) recommends that GPs tell patients in advance if they
will be charged and how much. It is up to individual GPs and Practices to decide how much
a patient can be charged.

Where any blood tests/immunisations are required for example drugs screening/HIV testing

for certain medicals such as for an employment medical etc, an additional charge will be
made for these. Patients will receive a separate bill from the Pathology Department at the
Hospital.

What can patients do to help?
e Do not expect your GP to process your request either on the day or overnight. We

appreciate that your request is extremely important to you however, we will aim to
process you request as soon as practicably possible for the GP.

e Please be patient — our Reception & Administration staff cannot speed up a patient
request by being put under pressure. As soon as your request is ready you will be
contacted by a member of our administration or reception team.

e If you think you have been waiting too long, you are welcome to phone and check
that we have your request but please do not call every day.

We hope that this information helps our patients to understand the reasons why we
charge a fee for non-NHS work and the timescales involved.
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